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Welcome to the first edition of the Journal Entry.  What better name for a publication (journal) 
for students and practitioners in the accounting industry?

Here, you will find topics of interest whether you’re just beginning your studies or are an old 
pro.  Here, you will meet one another and swap stories of what this big, bad world is all about.  
Here, you might find a mentor or someone to mentor.  Both, satisfying engagements.

Take a few minutes to peruse our, make that your, journal.  Need more information?  Go to 
www.AccountingCircle.org.  Need advice?  Join our private LinkedIn group and ask the com-
munity.  Got something to share?  Send us a few paragraphs for publication.

This is your journal.  Make it so!

A Journal is Born

What is The Accounting Circle?
The Accounting Circle is an association that pro-
vides a network of communication between stu-
dents, alumni, faculty, and practitioners.

Timely accounting industry topics such as certification, ca-
reers, and evolving industry standards are presented by 
industry experts.  Participants now have a forum to share 
academic and workplace experiences such as how they 
prepared for the CPA or CMA exam.

Technology makes it all work.  There’s no need to commute 
to a meeting.  No need to leave your desk.  All sessions 
use Adobe Connect so you can participate from anywhere 
on most any device.  If you cannot make a meeting, you 
can view the session recording on our web site.

Join today at: www.AccountingCircle.org.  There is no 
charge.

Also, join the discussion at LinkedIn.com – Accounting 
Circle Private Group.  Membership limited to Accounting 
Circle members.  This too is available without charge.

FBI Fraud Presentation
The San Diego Chapter of the Institute of 
Management Accountants is hosting its annual 
Student Night on Thursday, March 14, 2013.  
The speaker for the evening is Bridgid Cook, 
Special Agent FBI.

Agent Cook will discuss Financial Statements 
using Peregrine Systems, the San Diego high 
profile case to illustrate the issues and valu-
able lessons.  This case was very prominent in 
the local and national news at the time and 
has many valuable lessons to be learned.  
The session promises to be enlightening.

Come and find out how the IMA can help your 
career.  This is the first year that a general in-
vitation has been extended to National Univer-
sity students and alumni.

Register by March 11th:  IMASD.org.
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CPA Day at the Capitol
On January 23rd, Thomas Francl 
(Accounting Associate Faculty) 
escorted four current & recent 
accounting students and one ad-
junct to Sacramento, CA as part 
of the CPA Day at the Capitol.  
The annual event is sponsored by 
the California Society of Certified 
Public Accountants and our local 
San Diego Chapter covered the 
cost of the students’ travel.  It was 
the perfect opportunity for us at 
National to be the face of our pro-
fession, meet the decision makers 
in California responsible for our 
future, and expand our profes-
sional network by meeting local 
accounting professionals.  This is 
the second year that National University students were invited to the event as a result of the special relation-
ship that we have with CalCPA.

Interested in joining us next year?  First, you’ll need to join the California Society of Certified Public Accoun-
tants, CalCPA.  (There is no charge for current students.)  Second, pay attention to our announcements this 
fall.  We’ll begin searching for interested students around Thanksgiving.

Accounting Day® in San Diego
Accounting Day® is designed for accounting, finance 
and other related professionals.  You may meet entry 
level accountants, accounting managers, controllers, 
CFOs and variations on these professions. You will 
meet accountants from the corporate world, as well 
as, those in city, county, state and federal Govern-
ments.  The sessions are quite diverse and are of 
interest to all.

In some cases, special mention is made about CPAs.  
While this event is not intended as a CPA event, it 
is an excellent opportunity for CPAs to obtain qual-
ity CPE credits at a great price.  The CPA profession 
has very high standards for the CPE.  As such, we 
have designed the tracks to follow the CPA profes-
sion.  This ensures that the hours benefit CPAs but 
we also found that these tracks work well in assisting 

Fernanado Arana, Rainier Pabuna, Jesse Nunez, Sunday Omion

everyone in understanding the nature of the materials 
presented.

There will be 22 different presentations in five tracks:  
Fraud, Government, Professional Development, Tech-
nical, and Accounting/Auditing.  

Last year, 25 exhibitors provided attendees with 
detailed information about their added benefit to the 
profession.  The list included Microsoft, Roger CPA 
Review, CalCPA, IMA-SD, National University, and 
several regional CPA firms.

The event will take place on Monday, May 20, 2013 
at the Town and Country Hotel in Hotel Circle, San 
Diego.  Visit www.AccountingDay.org to register and 
for more information.  Be sure to stop by the National 
University booth and say hello.



New SOBM Offices
On January 28, 2013, the School of 
Business and Management, includ-
ing the Department of Accounting and 
Finance, moved their offices to Scripps 
Ranch.  The address is 9980 Carroll 
Canyon Rd, San Diego, CA 92131.  The 
new phone number is:  619-563-7280.

2014 California CPA             
Requirements
Of course you’ve heard by now that the 
CPA licensing requirements in Cali-

fornia are increasing effective next year.  Additional 
semester hours will be necessary but because the 
requirements are complicated, you are encouraged to 
visit the California Board of Accountancy, www.dca.
ca.gov/cba for a better understanding.  They will even 
help you better determine if you already have enough 
to qualify.

You may also need additional ethics credits.  Be sure 
to inquire as to what they will accept in this area.

Is Corporate Accounting your Focus?
If you’re more interested in working for private indus-
try or government, maybe the CPA won’t be neces-
sary.  At a minimum, you should consider the Certifi-
cate in Management Accounting.

The CMA is the gold standard for most accounting 
graduates who have little interest in public accounting.  
Certification sets you apart from other job applicants 
because it indicates that you’re serious about your 
profession and you have achieved a higher level of 
expertise.  This distinction is critical for young, emerg-
ing professionals.  Holders of a CMA can earn over 
$22,000 higher annual total compensation than their 
noncertified peers!

More than 65,000 accountants and financial profes-
sionals look to the Institute of Management Account-
ing, IMA, for programs and services to help expand 
their financial management skills, enhance their 
organization’s performance, and empower their career 
potential.

The Certified Management Accountant (CMA) cre-
dential is the advanced professional certification that 
delivers tangible value. It demonstrates your com-
mand of the critical accounting and financial manage-
ment skills demanded by today’s dynamic businesses, 
translating into significant career opportunities for you.

The first CMA exam was offered in 1972, and the pro-
gram is celebrating 40 years as the gold standard cer-
tification for accountants and financial professionals in 
business. Find out why more than 30,000 profession-

als worldwide—and today’s top global employers in 
business—have valued this essential credential:

Real World Relevance
The CMA offers the critical knowledge, skills, and 
abilities needed to compete in today’s business world.

Employer Recognition
CMAs are successfully leading the way in key man-
agement roles at top multinationals around the world.

Convenience and Flexibility
Busy professionals can take advantage of various 
learning formats and hundreds of testing locations.

High ROI
The CMA delivers a solid return on your investment.  
From the U.S., to China, to the Middle East, profes-
sionals holding a CMA can earn significantly higher 
average total compensation per year than noncertified 
peers.

There are nearly 200 chapters worldwide so there’s 
probably one close to you.  Visit:  www.imanet.org for 
more information.

Not convinced?  Attend a local meeting to talk about 
the benefits of the CMA and IMA.  The San Diego 
chapters can be found at:  www.imasd.org.

http://www.dca.ca.gov/cba/
http://www.dca.ca.gov/cba/
http://www.imanet.org
http://www.imasd.org/


The Closing Entry
We hope you enjoyed reading your new Journal Entry 
and trust that you found something new to help your 
learning and your career.

Remember, this journal exists for your benefit.  We 
welcome contributions and suggestions for future 
articles.  Send to:  TFrancl@nu.edu.

See you in two months!

Is Social Media Here to Stay?
Facebook activity is way down and the predictions 
of the demise of social media have begun.  But the 
media isn’t dying, it’s evolving into more than mere 
teenager chats.  Businesses and even stay-at-home 
moms & dads are participating.  Local law enforce-
ment is getting on the bandwagon.  Here’s a recent 
press release that demonstrates the NEW  Social 
Media in action:

Social Media Tip Leads to Arrest of ATM Rob-
bery Suspect
January 24, 2013 | 1:02pm

A suspect in three ATM robberies in Santee, CA is 
now in custody and the San Diego Sheriff’s Depart-
ment is crediting an alert citizen and the power of 
social media for the arrest.

Looking for the public’s help, the department posted 
a surveillance image of the suspect on the Sheriff’s 
Facebook page. A woman who 
saw the post contacted the 
department and told deputies 
she had previously seen the 
man outside a restaurant offer-
ing repairs on cars. He gave 
his name and number to the 
woman.

With her help, detectives set 
up a meeting with the suspect. They took George 
Adams, 23, into custody in the 9600 block of Mission 
Gorge Road Wednesday afternoon. He was wearing 
the same cap and driving the same car seen in the 
surveillance photos.

Adams was booked on four counts of robbery and is 
being held on $400,000 bail.

The Sheriff’s Department calls the case an example 
of how important community partnership is in solving 
cases and putting criminals behind bars.
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